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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


HLECTION DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1945. 


Boston, January 31, 1946. 


Hon. James M. CurRLEY, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION. 


Registration was held at the central office on the 
following dates: January 8 and 15; from May 1 to 
October 17, inclusive; from November 7 to December 
31, inclusive. Prior to the City Election registration 
was held from 6 p. m. to 10 p. m. in the twenty-two 
wards from October 3 to 17, inclusive, six nights each in 
two locations in every ward. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS. 


At the State Election held November 7, 1944, the 
number of voters on the list was 387,068. The number 
of such voters in the first list published by the Board 
August 15, 1945, was 351,926. From that time to the 
close of registration for the City Election there were 
added the names of 18,607 voters. The number of 
voters on the final list sent to the polls on the day of 
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the City Election, held November 6, 1945, was 370,533, 
a decrease of 16,535 from the number on the list at the 
preceding State Election. The number of voters on 
final list December 31, 1945, was 370,728. 


REGISTRATION OF THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 


In accordance with the provisions of chapter 715 of 
the Acts of 1945, persons qualified to vote but unable 
to appear at a registration office because of physical 
disability were examined for registration in their 
homes or other places of confinement upon receipt of 
an application for such registration. Applications were 
received from 114 such persons. Of that number 90 
were found to be qualified and were duly registered; 
21 were found to lack qualifications and were refused 
registration. Three applications were received after 
the close of registration and therefore could not be 
honored. Persons found qualified to register were 
furnished with applications for absentee ballots for the 
city election. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGISTRATION OF SOLDIERS AND 
SAILORS. 

Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 51, 
of the General Laws, 797 persons in the military service 
were registered as voters in Boston during the period 
from the close of registration to the third day preceding 
the City Election. 


NoMINATION PapeRS AND REFERENDUM PETITIONS. 

The Board received 10 nomination papers for the 
Special State Primary on which 60 names were certified ; 
2,808 nomination papers for the City Election on which 
94,715 names were certified; 281 initiative petitions on 
which 6,121 names were certified; and 16 petitions for 
recount of ballots cast on which 511 names were certi- 
fied. This makes a total of 3,115 papers on which the 
names of 101,407 voters were certified. 


REVISION OF THE VoTING List. 
The names of 4,046 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city, 
and other causes. 


ELECTION DEPARTMENT. Vil 


JURORS. 

The jury list prepared by the Board in 1945 contained 
the names of 10,606 voters of Boston. During the time 
covered by this report, 2,628 were drawn for jury 
service. 

ABSENT VOTING. 


In view of the continuation of the war emergency, 
which necessitated the absence from the city of thou- 
sands of men and women serving in the armed forces 
and allied activities, legislation was enacted to facilitate 
the casting of absentee ballots by such persons. 
Chapter 253 of the Acts of 1943 providing for the 
restoration to the voting list of the names of those 
who had been dropped from such list by reason of not 
being police listed since entering the armed forces 
was continued in effect. Chapter 390 of the Acts of 
1943 was also continued in effect with amendments 
(chapter 139, Acts of 1945) broadening its scope to 
include certain classes of civilians serving in or with 
the armed forces. Chapter 139 of the Acts of 1945 
advanced the dates for filing and certification of nomina- 
tion papers for the City Election to ensure that the 
ballot would be prepared in sufficient time for mailing 
to all parts of the world. 

Chapter 466 of the Acts of 1945, effective at the City 
Election this year, extended the privilege of absentee 
voting to registered voters unable to appear at the 
polls in person because of a physical disability regard- 
less of the fact that such persons might be obliged to 
mark and mail their ballots within the City of Boston. 
Absentee ballots were issued in accordance with this 
law to those making proper applications. 

Absentee ballots were grouped in the following 
categories: Regular civilian ballots; civilian ballots 
issued to the physically disabled; ballots issued to 
registered voters in the service on their own request; 
ballots issued to so-called S. A. V.’s on their own request; 
ballots issued to registered voters in the service on the 
request of kin; ballots issued to so-called 8. A. V.’s on 
the qualification and request of kin. 

Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee 
ballots: 


196 applications received from civilians. 
186 civilian ballots mailed. 
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139 civilian ballots returned and sent to polls. 
128 civilian ballots cast. 
198 applications received from physically disabled. 
186 ballots mailed to physically disabled. 
153 ballots returned and sent to polls. 
143 ballots cast. 
607 applications received from members of the armed forces 
(both voters and 8. A. V.’s). 
661 applications received from kin for registered voters 
in the armed forces. 
869 applications received from kin qualifying persons in the 
armed forces (S. A. V.’s). 
2,137 total applications for servicemen’s ballots. 
2,015 ballots mailed to servicemen. 
933 ballots returned by servicemen and sent to polls. 
919 ballots of servicemen cast. 
4 civilian ballots returned “unclaimed.” 
47 servicemen’s ballots returned “unclaimed.” 
14 civilian ballots returned too late to be cast. 
52 servicemen’s ballots returned too late to be cast. 
2,531 total applications received. 
2,387 total ballots mailed. 
1,190 total ballots cast. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. 


The term of Everett R. Prout, Esq., expired on 
March 31, 1945, and he was reappointed for the term 
of four years ending March 31,1949. Honorable Francis 
B. McKinney died on August 31, 1945. Arthur V. 
Coughlin, Esq., was appointed his successor for the 
term ending March 31, 1946. He assumed the duties 
of his office on September 12, 1945. 

William A. Motley, Jr., was continued as Chairman 
and Frederic E. Dowling as Secretary. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
ending December 31, 1945, amounted to $267,027.93. 


WiutiamM A. MortLey, JR., 
FrEepDERIC E. DOWLING, 
EvERETT R. Provt, 
ARTHUR V. COUGHLIN, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 


ELECTION STATISTICS. 


TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER 
OF LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS 
AND PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOT— 
ING PRECINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE 
NUMBER OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH 
CANDIDATE AT THE 


SPECIAL STATE PRIMARY . . February 138, 1945 
SPECIAL STATE ELECTION . . February 27, 1945 
CITY ELECTION . .. ... . . November 6, 1945 
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Population of the City of Boston as Returned by the Secretary 
of State, Bureau of Census. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for Mayor, City Election, 
November 6, 1945. 
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November 6, 1945. 
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ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 


Votes Cast for Question No. 1, City Election, November 6, 1945. 

Shall an Act, passed by the General Court in the current year, 
entitled ‘‘An Act Establishing the Compensation of the Members 
of the City Council of the City of Boston”’ be accepted? 


WARDS. | Yes. | No. 
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